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01_The African Burial Ground

Then

For most of the 1700s, and maybe earlier, Africans and their descendents kept their own burial ground north of the city and its wall. As in Africa, the coffins were laid facing east.

Now

The African Burial Ground National Monument memorial is located at Duane and Elk Streets. An exhibit at the visitor center is located at 290 Broadway on the ground floor.

10_The Slave Revolt of 1712

Then

On the night of April 6, 1712, a large well-planned and violent uprising began on Maiden Lane, which at that time ran along the northern edge of the city.

Now

Maiden Lane once included an orchard, where enslaved Africans and two Native Americans met to plan the rebellion. Today the lane is part of downtown’s financial district.

19_Abyssinian Baptist Church

Then

Founded in 1808 and located on Worth Street, the Abyssinian Baptist Church first moved to 166 Waverly Place (pictured) and then farther north to West 40th Street in 1902. 

Now

In 1923, the congregation moved into the Tudor Gothic–style church at 132 West 138th Street (Odell Clark Place),  where it became the largest and most influential black church in New York. 

34_Colored Orphan Asylum

Then

On July 13, 1863, as 233 children were led from the back door to safety, a white mob attacked the Colored Orphan Asylum and burned it to the ground during the city’s deadliest riot.
Now

In 1863, the Colored Orphan Asylum was located on Fifth Avenue between 43rd and 44th Streets. From there it moved to Harlem and finally to the Bronx.

37_New York City Draft Riots, 1863

Then

During the Draft Riots of 1863, Union troops were called in to restore order. Here the rioters (pictured) battled Union forces along First Avenue, between 11th and 14th Streets. 

Now

Today Gramercy Park is a quiet place, but in 1863 it was a war zone until Union cavalry and artillery occupied the park, setting up two cannon at the northeast corner facing the rioters. 

38_Rikers Island

Then

In 1864, the 26th Regiment of the U.S. Colored Troops trained on Rikers Island. They went on to fight, along with 180,000 other black soldiers, for the Union cause.

Now

Located in the East River near Long Island Sound, Rikers Island can be reached by bridge from Queens, but it is considered to be part of the Bronx.

41_Marcus Garvey

Then

A black nationalist, Marcus Garvey immigrated to Harlem in 1916. There he established Liberty Hall as head-quarters for a movement that would grow to almost 2 million members.

Now

The Marcus Garvey Memorial Park interrupts Fifth Avenue between 120th and 124th Streets. Its 70-foot hill offers a view of the site of Garvey’s Liberty Hall on West 138th Street.

42_Langston Hughes

Then

Langston Hughes wrote poems, plays, operas, short stories, children’s books, and more. And when he wasn’t writing, he lectured. Hughes was a major force behind the Harlem Renaissance.
Now

Langston Hughes’s home at 20 East 127th Street is a New York City landmark, and the street has been renamed “Langston Hughes Place” in his honor.

45_The Harlem Hellfighters

Then

The 369th Regiment, or “Harlem Hellfighters,” was the first African American regiment to fight in World War I. Their bravery in France won them that nation’s highest honors.

Now

The 369th Regiment Armory is located at One West 142nd Street. Across from the armory is a memorial to the Harlem Hellfighters. The black granite obelisk is a replica of one in France.

57_The Audubon Ballroom

Then

The Audubon Ballroom included a theater as well as meeting halls. Many labor, political, and religious groups met there, including Malcolm X’s Organization of Afro-American Unity.
Now

The site now boasts the Malcolm X and Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial and Educational Center, where three multi- media kiosks provide the largest exhibit on Malcolm X in the world. 

